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Chairman of the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi Resolution No. (1) of 2022  
Concerning the Regulation on the Use of Single-Use Plastics and Their Alternatives 

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
 
Chairman of the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi, 

• Having reviewed Law No. (1) of 1974 Concerning the Reorganization of the 
Governmental Body in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and its amendments; 

• Law No. (2) of 1971 Concerning the National Consultative Council and its 
amendments; 

• Law No. (16) of 2005 Concerning the Reorganization of the Environment Agency – 
Abu Dhabi and its amendments; 

• Law No. (21) of 2005 Concerning Solid Waste Management in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi; 

• Law No. (17) of 2008 Concerning the Establishment of the Center for Waste 
Management; 

• Law No. (3) of 2009 Concerning Quality and Conformity in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi; 
• Federal Law No. (24) of 1999 Concerning the Protection and Development of the 

Environment and its amendments; 
• Federal Law No. (12) of 2018 Concerning Integrated Waste Management, 

 
Has issued the following Resolution: 

 
ARTICLE (1) 
DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following terms and expressions shall have the 
meanings assigned to them, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
Emirate The Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
Agency The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi. 
Competent 
Authority 

The entity responsible for issuing licenses to facilities. 

Relevant 
Entities 

Government bodies, companies, establishments, and manufacturers 
engaged in the regulation, production, manufacture, marketing, sale, 
purchase, consumption, collection, sorting, recycling, treatment, or safe 
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disposal of plastic materials or single-use plastics in both the public and 
private sectors. 

Plastic 
Materials 

Materials composed of polymers resulting from polymerization reactions, 
which may be formed by extrusion, molding, layering, or threading into 
textile fibers. Examples include High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE), 
Low-Density Polyethylene (LDPE), Polypropylene (PP), and 
Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET). 

Single-Use 
Products 

Products designed to be used once before being discarded or recycled. 

Single-Use 
Plastics 

Containers and commonly used packaging items that are partially or 
wholly made of plastic, intended for single-use prior to disposal or 
recycling. These include, but are not limited to, grocery bags, food 
packaging, plastic bottles, straws, food containers and boxes, cups, 
cutlery, etc. Such items are commonly referred to as single-use plastics. 

Oxo-
Degradable 
Plastic 

Plastic products that contain additives that promote oxidation and lead to 
fragmentation or molecular breakdown of the plastic material. 

Waste Any hazardous or non-hazardous residues or materials that are disposed 
of or required to be disposed of. 

Extended 
Producer 
Responsibility 

A policy approach that assigns legal, regulatory, and financial 
responsibility to producers, suppliers, and distributors for the post-
consumer lifecycle of their products, packaging, and materials. EPR aims 
to minimize environmental impacts and ensure safe treatment and 
disposal. 

Producer Any facility whose operations result in the generation of waste. 
Trade The act of selling, offering for sale, and/or free distribution. 
Waste Reuse The practice of using waste materials in their original form without 

treatment. 
Waste 
Recycling 

The process of extracting raw materials from waste for reuse in 
commercial or industrial activities. 

Facility Any industrial, tourism, or commercial establishment engaged in the 
production, manufacture, marketing, sale, purchase, or distribution of 
plastics and single-use products. 

End 
Consumers 

Consumers that obtain plastics and single-use products for final 
consumption. 
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ARTICLE (2) 

PURPOSE OF THE REGULATION 
This Regulation aims to: 
1. Regulate the sustainable production, trade, and consumption of single-use plastics. 
2. Promote a shift from single-use plastics to reusable products that have lower 

environmental impacts across their lifecycle, where feasible. 
3. Minimize the disposal of plastic waste into the terrestrial and marine environments of the 

Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
4. Support the transition to a circular economy by implementing innovative solutions that 

promote the use of sustainable plastic alternatives, products designed for reuse or 
recycling, while minimizing waste and environmental harm. 

5. Encourage initiatives that contribute to reducing dependence on single-use plastics. 
 

ARTICLE (3) 
SCOPE OF APPLICATION 

1. The provisions of this Regulation apply to the production, trade, and consumption of 
single-use plastics and their alternatives within the Emirate of Abu Dhabi . 

2. An annex to this Regulation lists the products and materials subject to its provisions. 
3. The Agency may, in coordination with the relevant entities, update the list by adding or 

removing materials and products, as necessary. 
 

ARTICLE (4) 
CONSUMPTION REDUCTION 

1. All relevant entities and end consumers shall take measures to reduce the production, 
handling, and consumption of single-use plastics in accordance with this Regulation. 

2. Relevant entities may adopt alternative mechanisms to reduce production, handling, and 
consumption, even if such mechanisms are not explicitly stated in this Regulation. 

 
ARTICLE (5) 

MARKET BAN 
1. Effective 1 June 2022, the use of oxo-degradable single-use bags (as defined by the 

approved UAE specifications) is prohibited. These shall be replaced with reusable bags 
that meet the technical specifications approved by the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity 
Council. This ban does not apply to the following exemptions: 
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(1) Single-use bags manufactured for export. 
(2) Bags intended for packing medications in pharmacies, roll bags intended for packing 
vegetables, meat, fish, chicken, grains, and bread (bags with secured openings), large 
shopping bags allocated for packing clothing, electronics, and toys, garbage bags of 
various sizes and types, bags intended for packing mail, postal parcels, magazines, and 
newspapers, bags dedicated for the transport of plants and flowers, and laundry bags. 

2. Effective 1 July 2024, the use of the following plastic products is prohibited: 
1) Cups and lids made of expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam) 
2) Plates made of expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam) 
3) Food containers made of expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam), including boxes with or 

without lids, used for fast food or other ready-to-eat meals that:  
a. Are intended for immediate consumption (on-site or takeaway). 
b. Are typically consumed directly from the container. 
c. Require no additional preparation (e.g., cooking, boiling, or heating). 

4) Beverage containers made of expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam), including their caps 
and lids. 

3.  The Agency may instruct the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council to develop and 
approve a conformity program aligned with the applicable mechanisms for enforcement. 

 
ARTICLE (6) 

PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
The Agency shall coordinate with the relevant entities to propose specifications and 
requirements for products and materials subject to this Regulation. These proposals shall be 
submitted to the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council for review and approval. 

 
ARTICLE (7) 

EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY  
In line with the principle of Extended Producer Responsibility, the Agency shall coordinate 
with the competent authorities to implement the following measures: 
1. Define the requirements and mechanisms for collecting single-use plastics to ensure their 

recovery from major points of sale or other designated locations specified by the Agency. 
2. Issue the necessary resolutions to establish and update the list of designated collection 

sites and facilities, as well as the list of products prioritized for recovery. 
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3. Mandate manufacturers to meet specific recovery targets and ensure the recycling of 
recovered products in facilities licensed by the Agency within Abu Dhabi or in licensed 
facilities located in other emirates. 

4. Issue the necessary resolutions to regulate the trade of recovered products. 
 

ARTICLE (8) 
TRANSPORT OF RECOVERED PRODUCTS 

The transport of recovered products to locations outside the Emirate of Abu Dhabi is permitted, 
when necessary, subject to coordination with the relevant Ministry in this respect. 

 
ARTICLE (9) 

AWARENESS REQUIREMENTS 
1. The Agency shall coordinate with relevant entities to develop and implement public 

awareness and education programs aimed at encouraging the shift from single-use 
products to durable, multiple-use alternatives where feasible. These programs shall 
promote a reduction in the consumption of products listed in the Annex and discourage 
their indiscriminate disposal in terrestrial and marine environments. 

2. The Agency shall inform end consumers about: 
a. The availability of reusable alternatives, recycling or reuse systems, and approved 

waste management options, including best practices. 
b. The environmental consequences of improper disposal and poor management of 

such products in both terrestrial and marine ecosystems. 
c. Recycling programs, distinctions between recyclable and non-recyclable products, 

best practices for source-level waste sorting, the benefits of recycling, and any 
applicable incentives. 

 
ARTICLE (10) 
REMEDIATION 

Entities subject to the provisions of this Regulation shall adjust their practices in accordance 
with its requirements within a period not exceeding three (3) months from the initiation date 
of each stage specified under Article (5). 
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ARTICLE (11) 
REPEAL 

Any provision that contradicts or conflicts with the provisions of this Resolution shall be 
deemed repealed. 
 

ARTICLE (12) 
PUBLICATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

This Regulation shall be published in the Official Gazette and shall enter into force as of the 
date of its publication. 
 
H.H Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Chairman of the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi 
Issued in Abu Dhabi 
On: 24/03/2022 
Corresponding to: 21/08/1443 H 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Disclaimer: 

This English translation is provided for informational purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy; 

however, the original Arabic version of this document remains the official and legally binding text. In the event of any 

discrepancies or inconsistencies between the English translation and the Arabic version, the Arabic version shall prevail and 

take precedence. The Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi accepts no responsibility or liability for any errors, omissions, or 

misinterpretations arising from this translation. 

fadia.arafat
New Stamp



 

Classification: Confidential - سري 

Annex 
List of Products and Materials Subject to the Provisions of this Regulation 

 
1. Plastic bags 
2. Soft drink cups and their lids 
3. Cutlery (including spoons, forks, knives, and chopsticks) 
4. Plates 
5. Straws 
6. Beverage stirrers 
7. Food containers and takeaway boxes 
8. Plastic bottles 
9. Cotton swabs 
10. Cracker bags 
11. Sweets packaging 
12. Cigarette butts 
13. Wet wipes and personal care products 
14. Balloon sticks 
15. Balloons 
16. Small-sized plastic granules 
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